
 

  

Message from Pastor Cheryl Indehar 

Advent 

   Advent is the beginning of the Christian Calendar.  This year    

Advent begins on November 30, 2025.  Advent runs for four weeks 

and brings us to Christmas.  Advent is a season of expectation, 

preparation, and anticipation.  We look back 2000 years to the 

birth of Jesus.  We look forward to the time that Jesus comes back 

to earth.   

   Somehow in our fast paced society, Advent is overlooked and the 

Christmas Season begins on Thanksgiving when the retail stores 

open to sales.  This Christmas Season covers all of Advent and 

Christmas Eve and Day. Advent seems to get lost in the shuffle.     

Of course, there are Christmas preparations during Advent, but 

Advent should be also attended to as well. 

   Advent can be celebrated as well.  One of the ways I celebrate  

Advent is with an Advent Calendar.  As a kid and even now, using 

the calendar seems to build up and help prepare me for Christmas.  

Another way to celebrate is with daily devotions.  These devotions 

can help to prepare one’s self mentally, emotionally, and spiritually 

for Christmas.   

   Finding some quiet time, even for a few moments each day can 

be used to celebrate Advent.  One of the Christian Disciples is         

Solitude.  In those moments of solitude, one can take time to draw 

closer to God as he draws closer to us. In the quiet, listen what God 

has to say to us. Also, in that quiet time one can reflect and          

mediate on what God has done and what God is doing in your life.  

What special present does God have for you this Advent Season?   

   During Advent, one can expand on one’s prayer life. There are 

many elements of prayer.  One can add an element or deepen an 

element. The elements of prayer are: praise, confession, petition, 

intercession, contemplation and thanksgiving.  Praise, we thank 

God for who He is. Confession, we confess our sins.  Petition, we 

ask God for our personal needs.  Intercession, we pray for others.  

Contemplation, we are in the presence of God and listening.  

Thanksgiving, we thank God for what He has done. 

  If one does some of these Advent activities, hopefully Christmas 

will be the big celebration that it is intended to be.  Christmas cele-

bration is for 12 days! (The 12 of Christmas Song came much lat-

er). As we celebrate, let us remember the true reason of the season.  

Jesus was willing to come down from heaven to be with us and be 

one of us. Also, Jesus is coming back. Let us also be thankful and 

grateful for all that God has done for us and how he has blessed us.   
 

Sunday Worship 9 am   
Fellowship 10 am 
Sunday School 10 am 

Christmas Eve Services  4:00 and 7:00 pm 

Repeating events are listed following the first date 
  

Tuesday, December 2 
     Wise Guys     8:30 am 
     Exercise Class (2, 9, 16, 23, 30)            9:00 am 

Quilting                                                  9:00 am 
 Ruth Circle    1:30 pm 
   
Wednesday, December 3 
    Choir practice (3, 10, 17)    6:00 pm 
    Confirmation & Connect (3, 10, 17)    6:30 pm 
 
Thursday,  December 4 
    Triton Middle School    8:00 am 
 
 
 

 Friday, December 5 
     AA (5, 12, 19, 26)   6:30 pm 
 

Sunday, December 7 
     Worship     9:00 am 
     Fellowship  10:00 am 
 Sunday School play practice  10:00 am 
 Song Selection  10:00 am 
 Church Council  11:00 am 
 

Monday, December 8 
  Stewardship Team   6:00 pm 
 
Thursday,  December 11 
    Exercise Class (11, 18)    9:00 am 
 
Saturday, December 13 
 Santa Anonymous gift sorting    9:00 am 
 
Sunday, December 14 
     Youth Christmas Program    9:00 am 
     Fellowship  10:00 am 
 
Tuesday, December 16 
     Wise Guys     8:30 am 
 Deborah Circle    7:00 pm 
 

Thursday,  December 18 
 Pantry of Faith open                      4:00 -7:00 pm 
 Center Clinic                                           5:30 pm 
  

Wednesday, December 24  Christmas Eve 
 Candlelight Services       4:00 and 7:00 pm 
 

Thursday, December 25 

    Merry Christmas 
 
Saturday, December 27 
     Barber family Christmas 11:00 am 
        
Sunday, December 28 
     Hymns and Carols Service    9:00 am 
     Christmas Fellowship  10:00 am 
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Detailed monthly financial statements are located in the church library. 

          CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

General Income October 2025 
The ministry of Faith Lutheran Church 

happens on a daily basis. 
Maintaining your giving is important. 
Thank you for your ongoing support 

  Budget Income Expenses 

October  $       17,426   $       10,340   $       16,684  

YTD 2025  $    174,260   $    143,387   $    164,745  

The Call Committee has interviewed 3 candidates to date. The team felt that none of them fit 

the needs of Faith. We continue to receive support and encouragement from the Synod office. 

You can be sure that your Call Committee is keeping in mind the needs that you all expressed in 

the preparation for the writing of our Ministry Site Profile. We ask you to keep the Call Com-

mittee in your prayers.  

Stewardship Committee 

These past 4 weeks have been such a meaningful time in the life of our congregation. We have        

explored how we can manage our financial resources and truly experience simplicity, generosity 

and joy. Hopefully, we have responded to all that we have learned by setting personal goals and            

making commitments. On November 23, 2025, we have consecrated our commitments to giving 

for God’s work through our church.  

If you have already made your estimate of giving, thank you. If you have not yet had the oppor-

tunity to do so, it’s not too late. Simply drop your Estimate of Giving Commitment Card in the 

mail, bring it by the church office or put it in the box on the table by the usher’s table. There are 

extra cards by the box. 

We are grateful for your financial support of our church. Your giving in the coming year will make 

a difference in the lives of children, youth and adults in our church, as well as in the lives of           

people everywhere we are in mission and ministry in the world. 

Pastor Cheryl and the Stewardship Team 



 

  

 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, October 13, 2025 6:30 p.m.  

Fellowship Hall 

 

Attendees: Karen Kleinwort, Joi Bishop, April Venema, Patty Starkson, Allison Rislov, Lisa Wolf, Keith 

Pflaum, Jaci Gosse, Michelle Anderson, Ryan Schrom 

Absent: Pastor Cheryl Indehar  Guest: Financial Comptroller, Mindy Schaefer 

Call to Order- Meeting was called to order by President Karen Kleinwort at 6:34 p.m.                                      

Devotions & Prayer- In Pastor Cheryl’s absence we started with the Lord’s Prayer 

Treasurer/Finance Report – Mindy Schaefer 

  Pantry of Faith Fund is getting low 

   Triton’s Student Council Trunk or Treat will be donating to the Pantry of Faith 

 Discussed the New Employee Paid Sick Leave that will be in effect starting January 2026. Mindy is going     
to our account to get advice on how to proceed as an employer standpoint. 

Motion made by Joi Bishop to accept the Treasure’s Report as printed, seconded by Ryan Schrom;          
motion carried. 

Secretary Report- April Venema 

Correction to typo on 7d Cherly to Cheryl 

Motion to approve Secretary Report with correction to item 7d made by Michelle Anderson,  seconded 

by Allison Rislov; motion carried 

Committee Reports: 

Call Committee- Jaci Gosse 

The Call Committee continues its work on a regular and consistent basis. The candidate 

questions were thoughtfully developed and a mock interview was conducted with Pastor 

Cheryl 

On Sunday, October 12th, the first candidate was interviewed via a virtual Teams Meeting 

The Committee is eagerly waiting for additional candidate information to be sent from the 
Synod so more interviews can be scheduled. 

 

Education- Patty Starkson 

         Joi agreed to teach Sunday School (Thank you!) 

Levi is leading the kids each week to learn new songs that they will share with the  congrega-
tion often (Thank you!) 

  Michelle Anderson agreed to teach Connect (Thank you!) 

Jaci Gosse and Jason Kozisek agreed to teach Confirmation with Pastor Cheryl (Thank you!) 

Confirmation will be similar to other years 

Connect moved to Wednesday’s instead of Sunday mornings 

   We discussed details of Carboard Box City which is on Thursday, 10/16. Jason and Joi handle 

   this each year (Thank you both!). A few extra sets of adult hands/eyes/ears are useful. Patty 

   and (I believe) Caroline are going to help out that evening.                                                                             

   Caroline is working with Pastor Cheryl on an activity/message for Cardboard Box City. 
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Outreach - Lisa Wolf 

Have not met recently 

Found a replacement to purchase food for Pantry of Faith 

Personnel - Keith Pflaum 

Met and reviewed the Employee Handbook 

Properties- Michelle Anderson 

New multi-dual freezer/fridge was purchased 

Painting the wall to get ready for the mural 

Talking about purchasing new speakers in the Gathering Area 

The siding needs to be pressure washed 

Stewardship- Karen Kleinwort 

Launched the 2025 Campaign 

First Announcement in the Newsletter 

Committee installed last Sunday 

Sermons, Education and the Table Talks will begin in November 

Next meeting October 20, 2025 

Worship, Arts, and Music- Allison Rislov 

Church on the farm went very well. Will be changing the service time to 10am and lunch at 
11am for 2026. 

Harvest Fest sign-ups are out for workers and donations 

No Thanksgiving service 

Christmas Eve Services for 2025 will be 5pm and 7pm (Communion & Candlelight 
service) 

Children’s Christmas Program will be 12/14/25 

Purchased the Green Parament for $700 

Still need to buy the White & Red 

WAM will not meet until 1/11/2026 

Old Business: 

Giving Coupons: 

Karen showed the Council the new Online Giving Coupons that will be laminated and 
placed in the pews to utilize during offering. 

 

New Business: 

Employee Handbook: 

Reviewed the Employee Handbook. Need more detail and some clarification on a few items. 
Karen will bring them back to the Personnel Committee. 

Pastoral Job Description: 

Reviewed the Pastoral Job Description. Karen will bring back some suggestions and 
updated to the Personnel Committee. 

 



 

  

Connect Attendance and Teachers Edition: 

There is only one 6th Grader that attends Connect. It was decided that they will join                        

Confirmation activity at 7:00. Will try and connect with a few families to see if anyone is         

interested. 

A Teacher’s Edition book will be ordered for Connect. 

Triton Community Service Day 

Since Triton utilizes our church building for various activities, they would like to give                     

back so they will be coming to the church to perform various service projects. 

Adjournment / Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                                                     

Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:11 p.m. was made by Lisa Wolf, seconded by Allison Rislov;                       

motioned carried 

 Next Meeting scheduled for November 10,  2025 at 6:30 p.m.                                             

Bell Ringing for Faith Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

 
 
If you are interested in signing up as a family 
or small group to ring bells at Sunshine Foods 
for the Salvation Army during December, 
please contact Tanya Young at 316-390-5368 
or Register to Ring (www.registertoring.com). 

 Help us decorate Faith Lutheran’s                  

altar this Christmas with beautiful               

poinsettias  

                     Cost is $15 per plant  

         Colors are: red, white and                   

mixed red/white      

Please complete the form that is avail-

able by the worship assistant sheets or 

by stopping at the church office.                   
Limited colors of each available                                    

Orders due by Sunday, December 14 

You may bring your own plant                                  

for Christmas Eve. 

Be sure to put your name on it. 

Need a gift idea?  
Here are some great gifts for this Christmas. 

 
Here is a list of the Scrip cards we  currently have on 

hand: 

 3  - $25   Apex Pro-Kwik Lube Gift Certs. (Owatonna) 

 5 - $9    Deluxe Car Wash Tokens for Freerksen  

       (Apex) car wash in Dodge Center 

19  - $10   Super car wash Tokens for Freerksen (Apex) 

       car wash in Dodge Center 

 4  -   $10    Subway  4  -   $25      Amazon 

10 -  $50    Hy-Vee  2  -   $50      Amazon 

 1 -    $25     Walmart 5  -   $10      McDonalds 

 7 -    $10     Walmart 5  -   $10     Target 

When you buy a gift card from Faith the 
church gets a percentage back for the 
amount of the card just from you buying 
it at our office. 

If there is a special business that you 
would like to purchase and is not on the 
list, check with Barb Erler to see if it 
could be available. 

http://www.registertoring.com/
http://www.registertoring.com/
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Worship Assistants  & Fellowship  

Sunday, December 7 

Communion Prep: Renee Lehmann/Carol Johnson 

Ushers:  Bryce and Karen Kleinwort 

Reader:  Renee Lehmann 

Soundboard:  

Streaming:  

Communion servers (3): 1. VaLane Tyler  

2. Kayedan Wittenback      3.  

   Fellowship:  
 

Sunday, December 14 

Ushers:  Rick and Lisa Wolf 

Reader:  

Streaming: Jason Kozisek J 

Fellowship:  
 

Sunday,  December  21 

Ushers:  

Reader:  

Soundboard:  

Streaming:   

Fellowship: Wayne McColley family 

Sunday, December 24      

Communion Prep: Renee Lehmann/Carol Johnson 

Ushers:   4 pm                    7 pm Bryce and Karen Kleinwort 

Readers: 4 pm                    7 pm  Deb Dodds 

Soundboard: 4 pm       7 pm 

Streaming: 4 pm Jason Kozisek     7 pm  

Communion servers: 

4 pm: 1. VaLane Tyler       2. 

           3. 

7 pm:       1. Allison Rislov      2. Deb Dodds 

                 3.  Vicki Schweiger 
 

 Sunday, December 28  

Communion Prep: Renee Lehmann/Carol Johnson 

 Ushers:   

Readers:  Vicki Schweiger 

Soundboard:  

Streaming:   

Fellowship:   

                  

 

3.   Mason Bills, Michelle Hanenberger 

6.   Jessica Mealy 

7.   Dani Utech 

11. Blakesly Wolf 

14. Liam Klein, Jason Kozisek 

15. Noah Kleinwort, Mindy Schaefer, Robert  

Wobbrock 

20. Charlie Asprey, Cory Utech 

21. Wayne McColley 

22. Steve Knutson, Jim Yanke  

23. Shaun Hall, Lisa Wolf 

27. Glen Engelken 

Pantry of Faith 

Food Distribution  

Thurs., Dec. 18 

   4:00 - 7:00 pm 

 

This month we are collecting cookies mixes that just 
need a few ingredients for Christmas cookies, cans 
of frosting, Christmas sprinkles.  

Place items in the Pantry of Faith box that is in 

front of the library windows.       

 Thank you for your generosity. 

Worship Assistants 

If you are looking for a way to contribute to worship, 

please prayerfully consider serving as a worship          

assistant. Once a month would be a way to support 

the ministry here and give you a wonderful new       

perspective on worship. Contact the church office or 

Carol Johnson if you would like to assist.  
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8:30 am  Wise Guys 

9 am  Exercise Class 

9 am  Quilting 

1:30 pm Ruth Circle 

3 
 
6 pm Choir practice 
6:30 pm Confirmation 

4 

 

8:30 am Triton 

School 

5 

 
 

6:30 pm  AA 

6 

7 Communion 
 

  9 am  Worship 

 10 am Fellowship 

 10 am Sunday  

School practice 

 10 am Song   

Selection 

 11 am Church 

Council   

8 

 

 

6 pm Stewardship 

9 

 

9 am  Exercise Class 

9 am  Quilting 
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6 pm Choir practice 
6:30 pm Confirmation 

11 

 

 

9 am Exercise Class  
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6:30 pm  AA 

13 

 

 

14 Sunday School 

         Play 

 

   9 am  Worship  

 10 am  Fellowship 

  

 

15 
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 8:30 am Wise Guys 

 9 am  Exercise Class 

 9 am  Quilting 

 7 pm  Deborah  

Circle 
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6 pm Choir practice 
6:30 pm Confirmation 
 

Newsletter articles are 

due 

18 

 
9 am Exercise Class 

4 pm Pantry of Faith  

5:30 pm Center 

Clinic 

19 

 

 

 

6:30 pm  AA 
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11 am  Barber 

family Christmas 

21 
  
  9 am  Worship          

10 am  Fellowship 

  

  22 
 

 

 23 

9 am  Exercise Class 

9 am  Quilting 

 

24  CHRISTMAS EVE 
 
4 pm Candlelight 
Service 
7:00 pm  Candlelight 
Service 

25 

 

 

26 

 

 

6:30 pm  AA 

 

 

27 

 

 

 

28 

 

  9 am  Lessons and  

Carols Worship 

10 am Christmas 

Fellowship 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

9 am  Exercise Class 

9 am  Quilting 

31 
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Holy Communion will be celebrated on the first 

and fourth Sunday and on Christmas Eve. 
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

308 2ND ST NW 

PO BOX 358  

DODGE CENTER, MN 55927  

  

PASTOR 

 Cheryl Indehar                            

faithdcmn@gmail.com 
 

SECRETARY 

 Carol Johnson 

 cajohnson@kmtel.com     
 

FINANCIAL COMPTROLLER 

 Mindy Schaefer 

        mj.schaefer@hotmail.com 

 

MUSIC COORDINATOR  

         Levi Livingood                                           

llivingood@hotmail.com 

 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

 Ray Spaulding 

 raysan35@mediacombb.net  
 

CUSTODIAN 

  Gary Johnson 

 

Communicate with Faith    
 www.faithdc.org   

          faithdcmn@gmail.com     
                507-374-2174   

 

Watch our services on line on the 

Faith Lutheran Facebook page 

 
 

 

Celebrating faith in Christ by worshiping together  

and reaching out in love to all God’s people. 

 

 


