
 

  

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER  2020 

Faith Lutheran Church                                                             
308 2nd St. NW, PO Box 358 

Dodge Center, MN  55927 

 

 

Greetings to you                   
dear friends in Christ, 

Let me start by saying that 
your congregation has been 
in my prayers over the last 
month and a half. While 
our world has been forced 
to pause and re-think social 
norms, you were already  

 mourning changes within  
your church family. God has remained faithful to 
your  congregation and continues to journey with 
all of  humanity here and now. In conversations 
with your Council President Sue Anderson and 
the Executive team I have learned about the ways 
you have supported one another throughout this 
past year. Thank you for continuing to journey 
together as a Faith family.   

My name is Kira Anderson and I am excited and  
honored to join your congregation as your Intern 
for the next year. While I am in my third year of 
seminary at Luther Seminary, I am a life-long 
member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and the South Eastern Minnesota Synod 
is my home.  

My husband Mitch and I were both born and 
raised in Faribault, Minnesota. We will celebrate 
16 years of marriage this fall and have been      
enjoying the busy life that raising children 
brings. This fall Claire will start 6th grade at the 
Faribault Middle School. Owen will be a 5th 
grader and Grace as a 1st grader at Jefferson    
Elementary. Our family loves the outdoors, going 
for bike rides, camp fires, and playing at the lake. 
While the current pandemic has changed the       
running from one activity to another without soc-
cer five nights a week, we have truly enjoyed the 
more laidback evenings with dinners on the deck 
and time with our extended family! 

Continued on page 3 

 

Kira Anderson 

 

 
 
 
Greetings Faith Lutheran Family and Friends, 
 

Life changing truths. The reality of what change does 
for us. The worry, the anxiety in decision making. 
What was is gone. What is to be? The unknowns and 
uncertainties seem overwhelming.  Seems heavy 
doesn't it? And most certainly I agree. However, we 
know the truth is given to us freely without question, 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
Hebrews 13:8. God is love. He shows us over and 
over his love for us, He whispers to you, He speaks to 
you, He died for you and He has arisen from the dead 
for you. His heart beats for us. His Holy Spirit has 
been sent to comfort us. There IS a constant my 
friends, there is yet a normal in your life. He is your 
certainty in this constant changing world. Thanks, and 
praise be to our God above forever and ever.  
 

Faith Happenings: 
Council agenda is filled and many difficult decisions 
are being made; dialogue is held, voices are heard, 
emotions are seen and felt and action is happening. 
What is right, what is wrong, what is safe, what is 
needed for Faith? No matter the topic, the answers  
remain filled with more questions and what ifs. We 
are here to share news. Many decisions labored and 
toiled over but, we purge through asking for grace and 
pardon if this is not your desired outcome. We begin 
at a starting point and with every administration and 
board involved in large group decision making. All 
actions and plans may be subject to change based on 
the welfare of our family members at Faith Lutheran.  
 

1.Welcome to Intern Kira Anderson.  
Kira has submitted a letter of greetings which you will 
find on this page.  Her 1st day of employment will be  
September 16, 2020.  Her hours of service to Faith 
will be 40 hours per week with flexibility regarding 
her days, hours and the option to work from home as  
 

Continued on page 2 
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4. Sunday School:  
Sunday School is suspended for grades PreK through 
4th grade until January and further evaluation of 
COVID numbers and restrictions. It is our plan to 
have educational packets handed out following 
church services for work projects at home. We do 
pray for our youth. Educating is the responsibility of 
all of us and our baptismal promise to them. 
 

5. Preconfirmation and Confirmation grades 5-9: 
Confirmation requirements are being reviewed, and 
dates yet to be determined for beginning small group 
meetings. Our goal is early September- not far away. 
Information will be sent to those of you involved in 
these grades. We do anticipate Confirmation Day and 
service of reaffirmation on October 25, 2020. 
 

6. Harvest Feast:  
Early dialogue was held at Council with no definitive 
decision. The previous Harvest Feast committee 
members will be contacted regarding ideas and input. 
Can we support this as a curbside, carry out event? 
Please give thought and prayer to this fellowship 
event that has served our community well.  
 

7. Building update:  
We anticipate carpet laying this week in the Quilting 
room. Cement to be poured also this week and finali-
zation of gutter replacement. We are awaiting bids for 
the west driveway tree removal and cement island 
removal of the south west side of parking lot. Thank 
you to Building and Grounds Committee members 
for all their work this summer.  Many tasks have been 
completed, like home ownership, there is always 
work to do in our facility.  
 

8.  Council nominations:  
It’s time for planning- 3 council members will have 
terms expiring. Positions are needed to be filled. We 
seek your assistance! Please give prayerful considera-
tion to directly volunteering for name placement on 
the election ballot for January or acceptance to this 
opportunity when contacted. All positions are  
3-year terms. 
 

Your Faithful service is an offering to God.              
Philippians 2:17 
 
With Thanks and Prayer for the Future of Faith  
Lutheran.  
 
Sue Anderson, Council President 

 

agreed  upon by Council and Kira. Please   
extend greetings to her via email, phone and  
scheduled office visits when hours are made 
known to you. We WELCOME Kira to our 
Faith Family. May her experience be a        
growing opportunity in her called ministry      
of service to the Lord. We await her arrival!  
 

2. Welcome and thank you to Pastor  Heidi 
Heimgartner.  
Pastor Heidi also has a letter of greetings to 
all of you printed in this newsletter. She is the 
remote supervisor for Kira for this internship 
year. We are excited and eager to have her 
and the family of First Lutheran Church of 
Blooming  Prairie support her in this role for 
Kira.  Pastor Heidi has shared her multiple 
connections with Faith Lutheran through her 
years and is eager, enthusiastic and energetic. 
She is a great mentor for Kira. Heidi will not 
be as visible to us as Kira but will be of great 
support in our leadership training.  
 

3. Church building reopening!!!!!!!!  
Yes, the decision has been made to resume 
church services on September 20, 2020, A 
letter will be sent to you shortly indicating 
changes proposed for the church services. 
There will be 50 % reduction in allowed 
members per service, social distanced seating, 
masks required, temperature checks upon 
building entry, registration of members for 
notification later in the event of known posi-
tive COVID-19 exposure and no fellowship 
hour. Again, we adhere to CDC and MN Dept 
of Health guidelines and recommendations. 
Our anticipated plan as of today is 2 church 
services 8 am and 10 am. Cleaning will be 
done between services and after. We are in 
planning stages as to what the service will be; 
anticipate the change, what was before, will 
be altered. "Our God is present; the Cross still 
stands. Christ is among and with us."  Give 
consideration as to your personal health risk. 
We desire to welcome all but know we each 
have risks.  
Our prayers are for the safety of all. It is a 
goal and desire for this congregation to begin 
working and coordinating on-line services in 
the future as another opportunity for direct 
involvement at Faith. 
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 Greetings from  Blooming Prairie!   

 

 My name is Heidi  Heimgartner, 
   and I serve as Senior Pastor of 
   First Lutheran Church in the land 
   of the Blossoms.  I have lived and 
   served in Blooming Prairie since 
   2001.  My husband Paul is       
   employed at Mayo Clinic, our    
elder son Luke is a 9th grader, and our younger son Jon is 
a 7th grader at BPHS.  Living at our house means base-
ball, fishing lures, video games, trumpets, prayer,      
baking, and gardening.  Opal the cat supervises it all. 
 

Though we may not live in the same community, we  
definitely serve the same Lord.  We enjoy a strong      
partnership as sister congregations of the Southeastern 
MN Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  
America.    
 

My guiding verse as a pastor is John 10:10.  Jesus says, 
“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  
I believe in God’s provision, and am thankful for it.  I 
believe new life is real--among us in every moment--and 
I proclaim it. And I believe that Jesus’ resurrection stirs 
generosity and abundance in God’s people.   
 

I see it firsthand, every day.  And in my own life, this 
abundance is what inspires me to get up in the morning.  
There is so much God continues to give. 
 

I understand Faith Lutheran has been in a journey of   
discernment long before the pandemic, and that you have 
served as a learning site for interns in the past.  I want to 
commend you for taking on that responsibility once 
more.  Our seminaries are full of gifted, eager ministry 
leaders, and you are assisting the entire church body as 
you provide a healthy and secure context for interns to 
learn, grow, and experiment.  In this year, I fully expect 
we will all learn something new; we will all change and 
grow. 
 

Which is why I am especially grateful for the opportuni-
ty to serve as a remote supervisor for your 2020-21  
intern, Ms. Kira Anderson.  Thank you for welcoming 
me into this role.  Thank you for supporting Kira in her 
ministry.  We may not work side-by-side, but by prayer, 
regular communication, and trust, we can easily accom-
plish our goals.  After all, if the early church in the book 
of Acts could plant churches and strengthen believers all 
over Asia Minor, surely, with the tools we have available    

today, we can accomplish a joyous and     
successful remote internship, as well.    
 

My prayer in this endeavor is simply that 
God be glorified, and abundant life be 
shared. 
 
God bless each one of you,  

 
 
 

Pastor Heidi Heimgartner 
First Lutheran Church, Blooming Prairie 
 
 

 Intern Kira Anderson continued from page 1 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Faribault is 
my home congregation. I was hired 10 years 
ago as the Children’s Coordinator planning 
all educational opportunities and events for 
birth through 5th grade. My passion for Cross 
+ Generational Ministry experiences moved 
me into the Director of Faith Formation    
position, and ultimately helped me discern 
my call to Ordained Ministry. While serving 
at Our Savior’s I have been fortunate to 
serve with 11 different Pastors. They have 
all been amazing mentors and faithful lead-
ers.  

My supervisor while interning at Faith          
Lutheran will be Pastor Heidi Heimgartner 
from First Lutheran Church in Blooming 
Prairie. I look forward to learning with and 
from Pastor Heidi and the Faith Lutheran 
congregation over the next year. 

With all this being said, thank you! You 
have been through a lot, and I am thankful 
for your openness to welcome me as we start 
our journey together. I know the Holy Spirit 
will be at work in all of us as we take this 
next step. May God continue to bless and 
keep you always.   

Peace and blessings, 

Kira Anderson                                                              
Intern, Faith Lutheran Church  
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Faith Lutheran Church Council Regular Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020   6:00 pm 

Council members present:  Sue Anderson, Grant Erler, Ryan Schrom, Randy Langworthy, Tina Kozisek,  
Vicki Schweiger, Jacque Wolf (Arrived 6:05 pm), Bill Ketchum, April Dean, Kevin Peterson. 

Council member absent:  Jordan Lee  Guests present:  None 

Meeting called to order by Council President Sue Anderson at 6:01 pm. 

Sue led us in devotion and prayer. 

Motion to Approve Agenda by Langworthy/2nd by Ketchum/Motion carried 

Secretary report from July 28, 2020 regular monthly church council meeting presented by Kevin Peter-
son.  Motion to approve Secretary minutes by Ketchum/2nd by Langworthy/Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s report was presented by Treasurer, Ryan Schrom, noted July general income levels exceeded 
July expenses and general income exceeding expenses for the 2020 calendar year.  Mortgage balance as 
of July 31, 2020 is $180,652.94.  Motion to approve Treasurer’s report by Langworthy/2nd by Ketchum/
Motion carried. 

Committee Reports 

Building and Grounds:  Bill Ketchum presented that the roof has been completed except for installation 
of heating wire.  Work is ongoing to address the water issues in the Sunday School/Quilter’s room area, 
sheet rocking is complete, old carpet to removed and new carpet installed on August 26th.  Foundation 
work of sealing, etc. on the West side and South West corner has progressed to the point where cement is 
scheduled to be done later this week.  New rain gutters/downspouts will be installed in this area.  The 
bushes on the south side have been removed and this area will be leveled and sodded. 

Education:  Jordan Lee reported via e-mail that the committee did not meet this month. 

Worship, Arts and Music:  Randy Langworthy reported the committee did not meet this month. 

Outreach:  April Dean reported there were 2 distributions in August.  The credit card for Erica is still in 
the process of being received. 

Personnel:  Jacque Wolf reported the committee did not meet this month. 

Social:  Tina Kozisek reported the committee did not meet this month. 

Call Committee:  April Dean reported the Call Committee did not meet this month. 

Youth:  Vicki Schweiger reported the Youth Committee did meet in August and will work with the Edu-
cation committee on the upcoming fall activities.  An outdoor youth gathering is in the process of being 
developed for Sunday, September 20 in the afternoon. 

IT committee:  Grant Erler reported the IT committee did not meet this month. 

Intern support committee:  Kevin Peterson volunteered to serve as Council Liaison to the new Intern 
support committee.  The Intern support committee was established with the following members:  Co-
chairpersons: Makenna Jensen and Sarah Erler.  Committee members:  Shaun Hall, Jason Kozisek, Lyn 
Sowieja, Jeremy Wahlstrom and Jason Wolf.  The Intern support committee will meet at least monthly 
with Intern, Kira Anderson, to provide support and guidance during her Internship training here at Faith 
Lutheran. 

Internship mentor:  Since Faith Lutheran does not have a current Pastor, a mentor for Intern Kira was 
sought out by Luther Seminary.  Pastor Heidi Heimgartner from First Lutheran in Blooming Prairie gra-
ciously agreed to be trained and serve as an off-site mentor to Intern Kira during her one-year internship 
at Faith Lutheran.  Pastor Heidi’s training was paid for by Faith Lutheran as well as Pastor Heidi will be 
given a honorarium of $200 per month by Faith Lutheran for helping with her expenses as Pastor Heidi 
serves as Intern Kira’s mentor. 
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Old Business 

Church Directories:  Lifetouch is still working on the Faith Lutheran church directory. 

Intern start date:  The new intern, Kira Anderson, will start her training with Faith Lutheran on 
Wednesday, September 16, 2020. 

Facility Closure/Opening:  After discussion, a motion was made by Ketchum/ 2nd by Langworthy to 
open Faith Lutheran for 8 am and 10 am worship services on Sunday, September 20, 2020(PENDING 
agreement with Intern, Kira Anderson to lead this worship and following COVID-19 Faith Lutheran plan 
for social distancing, sanitation, no fellowship hour, no live singing etc.). 

Getting to know council members and families:  April Dean and Tina Kozisek volunteered to com-
plete the questionnaire for publication in the newsletter about their lives and families. 

Church Building Preparedness:  The church has been deep cleaned, (carpets, chairs, sanctuary, class 
rooms, etc.)  and will be ready for reopening on September 20. 

New Business 

Intern information and job description:  As stated earlier, Intern Kira Anderson, will begin her train-
ing at Faith Lutheran on Wednesday, September 16th.  Intern Kira will serve as Intern through August 
2021. 

Intern Welcome Celebration:  This is a work in progress and will follow COVID-19 guidelines. 

Confirmation:  This is a work in progress for Fall 2020 restart. 

Sunday School 2020-2021:  After discussion and concerns about social distancing, etc. a motion was 
made by Wolf/2nd by Kozisek to suspend Sunday School until January, 2021/Motion carried. 

Harvest Feast:  Harvest Feast committee will be consulted.  Discussion centered around perhaps doing a 
modified Harvest Feast with carry-out only, no action taken at this time. 

Nominating Committee:  Jacque Wolf, Sue Anderson and Randy Langworthy will serve as the Council 
nominating committee and will be contacting people to ask for willingness to run for council election at 
the Annual Meeting in January 2021. 

Motion to Adjourn meeting by Erler/2nd by Langworthy/Pass.  Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm. 

Council recited Lord’s Prayer. 

Upcoming Council/Church meetings:  

Regular Monthly Council Meeting:  Tuesday, September 22, 2020 6pm Faith Lutheran Church. 

Respectfully submitted:  Kevin Peterson, Secretary. 

 
Bible Quiz  

The number seven appears throughout Scripture, and is believed to mean completeness and perfection                        

(as seen in the seven days of creation).  Can you identify the following uses of this symbolic number? 

1.   Every seventh day was a _______________.  8. Jacob worked for Laban seven years and got         

2.  Every seventh year was a ____________ year.     _________; then seven more for _______.    

3.  Seven __________are chosen in Acts.  9. The finest quality ________ was said to be  

4.  Jesus said to __________seventy times seven.      purified seven times. 

5.   ________ house has seven pillars.                            10.   Every seventh Sabbath year was followed by a            

6.  At Pentecost seven __________were offered __________ year. 

7.  There are seven different ________mentioned in Rev. 2-3                 Answers are on page 7    
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 The official mascot of 2020 

Always wears a mask 

   Compulsively washes hands 

 Letters of racoon rearranged spell corona 

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions regarding the financial information provided you can contact 
Ryan Schrom at 507-213-6439 or rschrom5@gmail.com 

or Mindy Schaefer at mj.schaefer@hotmail.com 
 

General Income & Expenses 

  2019  2020  

  Income Expenses  Income Expenses  

 January $ 16,146 $ 21,749  $ 17,054 $ 14,134  

 February $ 14,093 $ 15,281  $ 13,527 $ 18,104  

 March $ 21,089 $ 20,208  $ 9,753 $ 7,845  

 April $ 22,548 $ 21,030  $ 13,235 $ 6,448  

 May $ 16,584 $ 19,064  $ 10,355 $ 4,957  

 June $ 15,511 $ 14,446  $ 8,370 $ 7,765  

 July $ 17,695 $ 15,208 
 

$ 14,010 $ 3,845  

 August $ 15,119 $ 15,956 
* 

$ 10,300 $ 4,500  

 September $ 15,298 $ 12,115     

 October $ 16,623 $ 9,540     

 November $ 14,974 $ 9,389     

 December $ 26,641 $ 12,298     

 Sum: $ 212,322 $ 186,284  $ 96,604 $ 67,599  

 Average: $ 17,693 $ 15,524  $ 12,076 $ 8,450  

* August 2020 numbers are estimated (not final)     

 

Debt Reduction Campaign Update 
Mission Investment Fund 

 
Balance 01/01/2019  $405,481 

Balance 12/31/2019  $258,349 

  2020 YTD Payments  (   82,968) 

  2020 Interest         5,272    

Balance 07/31/2020  $180,653 

mailto:rschrom5@gmail.com
mailto:mj.schaefer@hotmail.com
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 Taken from The Southeastern Minnesota Synod Newsletter 

Bright Spot: Farm Worker Parade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Burton Svendsen at Trinity Lutheran Church in Rushford 

Around eight years ago our bilingual pastor was asked if she could help a Hispanic lady who 
was new to Rushford. Out of that meeting grew the outreach from our faith community to the 
Mexican farm workers in the Rushford area. We have enjoyed building relationships with the 
workers at the Featherstone Farm. Many of the worker families come back to Rushford year 
after year. We have been able to sponsor the following: ESL classes, picnics, Dia de los        
Muertos, visits, delivering cookies to the workers, and fixing up an apartment. We have had a 
member of our community travel to Mexico several times, and visit the homes and families of 
some of our farm workers. We have supported two students with their university fees in Mexico 
and even helped obtain electric light for a church. It has been a real blessing to build community 
together. 

How do you interact in the time of Covid-19? On Sunday, August 2, we held a parade of      
welcome for the farm workers at the vegetable farm. 14 cars gathered. Messages of welcome 
were taped on all vehicles, including all the workers names, and bags of homemade cookies 
were collected. We coordinated with the workers lunch break and then paraded around their 
lunch site blowing bubbles, beeping horns, waving Mexican flags, shouting “Hola” and 
“bienvenidos/bienvenidas,” and delivering the cookies. We have also been exploring ways of 
holding a “game night” on mobile devices. 

Answers to the Bible Quiz on page 5 

1. Sabbath, Exodus 20:11    6.   lambs, Leviticus 23:15-18 

2. Sabbath, Leviticus 25:2-4    7.   churches 

3. Deacons, Acts 6:1-6, 1 Timothy 3:8  8.   Leah, Rachel, Genesis 29:15-30 

4. Forgive, Matthew 18:21-22   9.   silver, Psalm 12:6 

5. Wisdom’s, Proverbs 9:1    10.  jubilee, Leviticus 25:8-55 

Good news for Wayne McColley. After many years of work on his book, he just learned that he 

has been accepted by a publisher and his book will be available in 6-8 months at Barnes and 

Noble.  More information on his book will be in our next newsletter.  Congratulations, Wayne! 

https://www.facebook.com/Trinity.Fellowship.ELCA/
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I have yet to meet a single person who has not been challenged by this pandemic. The reality is 

this pandemic is hard for everyone. That isn’t to say there haven’t been opportunities for growth 

or new learnings. It is to say: this is hard for everyone. Pastors, deacons, congregational leaders, 

teachers, nurses, hospital administrators, school boards and superintendents, government leaders, 

school bus drivers, CNAs, construction workers, parents, those with underlying health conditions, 

the homebound…the list goes on. Pandemic living has brought new challenges to all of us. 

 As we look to the beginning of a new school year and the start of a new program year, I want to 

offer you a framework for thinking. This framework is rooted in grace and a reflection on what 

embodied grace might look like in this time.  

First, it is essential we understand pandemic living is hard for all of us. Many of us are being 

tasked with making decisions that feel impossible. Stress and anxiety surge as we have difficult 

conversations and try to navigate a way forward. This is likely true for you. Remember, it is true 

of the people around you too. Allow this recognition to fuel empathy and compassion.  

Extend this compassion to others and yourself. This grace and compassion might come in the 

form of adjusted expectations. The truth is we cannot do things the way we have always done 

them. The best science available tells us we need to make adjustments for the sake of our health 

and the health of our neighbors. Some of these adjustments are small: wash your hands more of-

ten and count to twenty when you do. Some of them take more time getting used to: wear a mask 

in indoor public gathering spaces. Some of them feel huge, like we’re making changes and we 

don’t yet know the outcome: school comes to mind.  

These adjustments can feel overwhelming, especially if we are more committed to the way we do 

something rather than the reason. Let me explain with an illustration.  

In your congregation there is likely a particular way confirmation classes happen. Perhaps you 

meet in the youth room on Wednesday evenings for an hour with thirteen kids. The pastor teaches 

a lesson. Everyone eats ice cream. It is lovely. These are the ways you are used to having confir-

mation in your congregation. The reason you have confirmation is to teach the faith to the chil-

dren of your congregation. The reason you have confirmation is so students know they are loved 

by God. The reason you serve ice cream at confirmation is so kids have time to connect and build 

a community of faith in a social setting.          Continued on page 9 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,  

his mercies never come to an end;  

they are new every morning;  

great is your faithfulness.  

Lamentations 3:22-23  



 

9 

Please pray for:  

Ruth McColley, Wayne McColley, the family and friends of Lewie Blood, the family and friends of 

Don Hendrickson (Andrea Tapp’s father), our members that are homebound and in care facilities,  

our youth as some leave for college, others begin in person learning, hybrid learning or distance 

learning, teachers and support staff at schools, our church as we prepare to reopen, Kira Anderson, 

our Intern, Pastor Heide Heimgartner, our Intern Supervisor, Castillo Fuerte and Bishop Ata in  

Bogotá, Colombia, Bishop Regina Hassanally and the SEMN Synod . 

 

 
Virtual Breakfast with the Bishop 

Saturday August 8, 2020 
   @ 8:00 AM 

 All are welcome to join us from the comfort of your home via Zoom! 
 

Sponsored by: SE MN Synod Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM) Board 
 

All are welcome to join us from the comfort of your home via Zoom! 
 

Sponsored by: SE MN Synod Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM) Board  

You can join via video or phone with the info below for this 1 hour event. 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84476030663 
Call In #: (312)626-6799 | Meeting ID: 844 7603 0663 

    Please consider joining a few minutes early to ensure you are connected 
when we begin. Thank you! 

If we can adjust our expectations around the ways we do things and instead focus on the reasons 

we do things we might find space to continue living in this pandemic reality with a bit more         

freedom and grace. The same applies to worship and Bible study and outreach and all the other 

wonderful things your congregation does. You can continue to worship. You can continue to 

learn. You can continue to serve your community. You might just have to continue to find new 

ways to do so.  

I know it can be exhausting to have to try so many new things. Which is why we must also adjust 

our expectations of ourselves. We aren’t going to get every new thing right the first time. I don’t.  

Maybe the first time you held an outdoor worship service it was a disaster. Perhaps the                 

microphones didn’t work and the wind blew everything over. The ways might need to be           

adjusted. That’s okay. If you remember the reason for gathering your perspective might shift.       

Focusing on the reasons we do things allows us to focus on what is essential and work out from 

there. If the reason for worship is to gather people to worship God, be fed through the                 

proclamation of the Word and be sent into the world for service…well there are a myriad of       

ways this can happen. Focusing on the reasons frees us from fixating on the ways. The ways           

have to change. The reasons do not.  

I understand we might be feeling decision fatigue and yet, there are more decisions ahead. We are 

going to have to continue to adjust and do things differently. Be sure to pay attention to your ex-

pectations of yourself and others. Do the expectations you have fit our current reality? Do your 

expectations need to be adjusted in light of all the other changes taking place?  

Together, we are finding new ways forward. We are forging new paths and doing things in ways 

we haven’t done them before. Adjust your expectations to ensure there is room for experimenta-

tion, failure, and plenty of grace.  

Our sense of grace, of course, is rooted in the one thing that does not change: the steadfast love of 

God.  

Other things might shift. The presence of the Spirit, the faithfulness of God, the hope of the resur-

rection - these things remain. Proclaiming this good news is reason to continue in the work God 

has called us to even if the ways we do so continue to change. 

 In this with you. In Christ,  

Bishop Regina Hassanally  

Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-WrdCaVaCDaSZPl7XCtgQ6qo_dVJxcvH42IkMi1hxE0dKOyV_eQoLOA9q9K3wWeIfTcTQwWz8a4Ss5xoVCk8qgmLb7u7dvhOVguaWx6QRKQ7hbl-o5AeaUUhmQHysvzpyp1A1PTqztvmccg0MxoWyPGzrXNUbZdwSDxmcb7AiQk=&c=HI_XX-5RiE4wp3clChGH_g_640N8qrPMGdCSWr1yF19xTVDiJopS9
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 Birthdays and Anniversaries 

     Faith Lutheran does not and shall not  discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender                  
 expression, age, national origin, disability, marital status, sexual  orientation or military status,  

in any of its activities or operations. 

      September Birthdays 
 

1. Owen Petersohn, Sophia Snyder 

2. Sue Anderson 

3. Alexis Boeck, Zoe Boeck, Naura Eipers, 
Brooke Marquardt, Troy Stafford, 
VaLane Tyler 

4. Adriana Dean, Lynn Krause 

5. Lloyd Rohwer, Joyce Sauter, Jenesis 
Schrom 

8. Myles Hall, Lynn Koehler, Harper Laue, 
Brynn Thomas 

9. Reagan Essig, Lucas Knutson 

10. Tiana Bishop, Sierra Keesling  

11. Roy Henderson 

14. Ryan Schrom, Doug Schweiger 

15. Duane Mussman 

17. Emma Esplan, Ray Malsom, Kendra 
Petersohn, Ann Trelstad, Sophie Woxland 

19. Nathan Eipers, Aidree VanBeek 

20. Cameron Ellingson, Dan Finne 

22. Alex Holmseth, Brooklyn Nauman 

23. Dulcey Denter, Barb Yanke 

25. Phil Berg, Graham Christianson 

26. Bryce Kleinwort  

27.  Thomas Tapp 

28.  Tessa Ogren 

29.  Monica Keesling 

30.  Jeff Short 

 

  

 

 

3.  Bryon and Jacque Wolf (14) 

8.  Duane and Mary Lou Mussman (70) 

11.  Darren and Melissa Boeck (22) 

12.  Glenn and Vernice Engelken (56) 

        Scott and Julie French (39) 

14.  Grant and Sarah Erler (7) 

15.  Nathan and Karissa Eipers (8) 

 Levi and Katie Livingood (13) 

 Dave and Romell Matejcek (13) 

20.  Scott and Beth Glarner 

22.  Nelson and Cayla Edling (2) 

25.  Chad and Tricia Johnson (21) 

 Eric and Tessa Ogren (18) 

 Phil and Missy Pflaum (27) 

 Thomas and Andrea Tapp (21) 

27.  Nick and Renae Axt (12) 

28.  Larry and Denise Ellingson (35) 

29.  Dave and Amy Myrom (8) 

Instead of coming into the 

church, drive to the west 

parking lot and your 

groceries will be brought 

out to you.  

Dates in September 
 
 Tuesday, September 1  ~ 12pm-3pm 
 Thursday, September 3~   4pm-7pm 
  
Thank you to the volunteers who helped with 
the Pantry of Faith last month; Erica Wennes, 
Tessa Ogren, Monica Keesling, April, Adriana 
and Autumn Dean. 

September Anniversaries 
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 2020 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  

Wednesda

y  
Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

    

 

 

 

1 

12-3p Pantry 

Distribution 

Owen Petersohn 

Sophia Snyder 

 

2 

 

Sue Anderson 
 

 3 

4-7p Pantry 

Distribution 

Alexis Boeck,  
Zoe Boeck,  
Naura Eipers, 
Brooke Marquardt,  
Troy Stafford, 
VaLane  Tyler 
Bryon & Jacque 
Wolf  

4 

Adriana Dean 
Lynn Krause 

5 

Lloyd Rohwer 

Joyce Sauter 

Jenesis Schrom 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

Myles Hall 

Lynn Koehler 

Harper Laue 

Brynn Thomas 

Duane & Mary 

Lou Mussman 

9 
Reagan Essig 

Lucas Knutson 

10 

Tiana Bishop 

Sierra Keesling 

 

11 

Roy 

Henderson 

Darren & 

Missy Boeck 

12 

Glenn & 

Vernice 

Engelken 

Scott & Julie 

French 

13 

 

 

 

14 

Ryan Schrom 

Doug 

Schweiger 

Grant & Sarah 

Erler 

15 

Duane Mussman 

Nathan & 

Karissa Eipers 

Levi & Katie 

Livingood 

Dave & Rommel 

Matejcek 

16 

 Intern Kira 
Anderson 
begins at 
Faith 

17 

Emma Esplan 

Ray Malsom 

Kendra Petersohn 

Ann Trelstad 

Sophie Woxland 

18 

 

 

 

19 

Nathan Eipers 

Aidree VanBeek 

20 

CHURCH OPENING 

 

Cameron Ellingson 

Dan Finne 

Scott & Beth Glarner 

  

21 

  

 

22 

Alex Holmseth 

Brooklyn 

Nauman 

Nelson & Cayla 

Edling 

23 
Dulcey Denter 

Barb Yanke 

 

24 

 

25 

Phil Berg 

Graham 

Christianson   

Chad & Tricia  

Johnson 

Eric & Tessa 

Ogren 

Phil & Missy 

Pflaum 

26 

Bryce 

Kleinwort 

27 

Thomas Tapp 

Nick & Renae Axt 

 

28 

 Tessa Ogren 

Larry & Denise 

Ellingson 

29 

6p Church 

Council 

meeting 

Monica Keesling 

Dave & Amy 

Myrom 

30 
 
Jeff Short 
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Faith Lutheran Church Newsletter  

INTERN 

 Kira Anderson 

 faithdcmn@gmail.com 

 

SECRETARY 

 Carol Johnson 

 cajohnson@kmtel.com 
 

YOUTH DIRECTOR 

 Lacy Boyum 

 lacyboyum@gmail.com 
 

MUSIC COORDINATOR  

 Nadine Langworthy 

 npiano@kmtel.com 
 

CUSTODIAN 

 Jeff Short 

 jeffshort@kmtel.com 
 

FINANCIAL COMPTROLLER 

 Mindy Schaefer 

 mj.schaefer@hotmail.com 
 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

 Ray Spaulding 

 raysan35@mediacombb.net
  

Communicate with Faith    
 www.faithdc.org   

           faithdcmn@gmail.com     

                507-374-2174   
“Celebrating Faith in Christ by worshipping together  

and reaching out in love to all God’s people” 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 


